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Doctoral studies at the Bauhaus-Universität Weimar
At the BUW, you can earn a doctoral degree either in an 
established doctoral programme or in a course of study 
tailored specifically to you. Information and support is 
available through the Bauhaus Research School, a central 
academic institution of the Bauhaus-Universität Weimar 
and umbrella organisation for young academics.
http://www.uni-weimar.de/doctorate

Obligation to publish
The doctoral regulations of the various faculties and the 
examination regulations for the Art and Design/Fine Art/
Media Art doctoral programme culminating in the degree 
of doctor of philosophy (Ph.D.) require candidates to 
submit depository copies of their dissertations to the 
library. The submission options are as follows:

• 1 electronic document and 6 bound print copies   
• 3 publisher copies, for dissertations released by a 
 publishing house or journal  
• 20 bound print copies

Ph.D. candidates are required to document at least the 
academic part of their dissertations completely and provide 
an abstract of the artistic/design part of their dissertations. 
Delivery of the required copies to the University Library is 
a prerequisite to conferring the doctoral degree. The library 
provides copies of the dissertation to other universities and 
libraries as part of the literature exchange between libraries.

Notes on format
The required copies of the dissertation must conform 
either to the version submitted and defended or to an 
amended version incorporating the recommendations of 
the examination committee. In addition to the text, the 
dissertation must contain the following elements:

•    Title page in the format specified in the doctoral  
 regulations  
• Date on which the dissertation was defended
• Evaluator‘s comments
• Declaration of Honour
• Curriculum vitae    

In electronic copies, the curriculum vitae may be 
substituted by blank pages. Acceptable paper formats are 
DIN A4 and DIN A5; the pages may be printed single- or 
double-sided. The binding should be paperback, at a 
minimum. Spiral bindings and other binding methods 
using metal or plastic parts are not acceptable.

Submission in digital form
Dissertations in electronic form must be submitted 
through the OPUS (http://e-pub.uni-weimar.de/opus4/
home) publication portal. If you are considering publishing 
your dissertation soon through a publishing house find 
out from the publisher if it is possible to pre-publish 
or simultaneously publish your work online. Parallel 
publication on the OPUS server of dissertations published 
in series by the Bauhaus-Universität Weimar‘s publisher, 

VDG Verlag Kromsdorf, in the form in which they were 
submitted for the doctoral degree it is both possible and 
provided for in the contract between the publisher and the 
university. More information about the OPUS publication 
portal is available in brochure no. 18. Candidates who 
initially publish their dissertations on OPUS are free to 
publish additionally in printed form with a publisher.

Submission in print form
If you opt to publish through a publishing house, please 
note that your work must be identified as a dissertation of 
the Bauhaus-Universität Weimar. The obligation to publish 
is not fulfilled until the library receives its three publisher 
copies. Submission of a contract with a publishing house is 
not suitable as proof of publication.

Since the passage of the amended German intellectual 
property law (UrhG) in 2014, owners of academic 
works which fulfil certain conditions are afforded the 
right of secondary publication of these works in online 
repositories, even though this right may not have been 
afforded in the publication contract concluded with the 
publisher upon initial publication. OPUS enables this type 
of secondary publication.

You also have the option of providing the library with 20 
copied and bound copies of your dissertation.
The doctoral candidate assumes the cost of the copies. 
The Bauhaus Research School provides support in the form 
of printing-cost grants to help cover the cost of publication 


